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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Bletchley 


May  16th,  1958. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1957. 

The  birth  rate  still  remains  at  a high  level  and  is  again  the  second 
highest  of  the  20  county  districts.  It  is  in  fact  nearly  5 points  higher 
than  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  death  rate  remains  at  a satisfactory  low  level  and  is  over  four 
points  lower  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  Heart  and  allied 
diseases,  plus  cancer,  accounted  for  67  of  the  total  of  100  deaths. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  showed  a sharp  rise  on  the  previous 
year.  There  were  8 deaths  in  this  group,  5 of  them  under  the  age 
of  4 weeks. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  carried  on  during  the  year 
but  progress  was  slow  due  to  shortage  of  supplies  of  vaccine.  The 
position  has  now  improved  and  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  satisfactory 
to  report  that  large  amounts  of  the  vaccine  are  being  made  available 
so  that  children  up  to  school  leaving  age,  and  other  important  sections 
of  the  general  public,  such  as  expectant  mothers,  may  now  obtain  the 
benefit  of  this  protection. 

Again  I should  like  to  record  another  year  of  pleasant  co-opera- 
tion with  your  Clerk,  Mr.  R.  L.  Sherwood,  your  Surveyor  and  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  F.  Smithie,  and  their  Staffs. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  WALDRON. 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1956 

1957 

Area  (in  acres) 

4456 

445  6 

Population 

13070 

13730 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

4094 

4 214 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April) 

£200,672 

£193,819 

Rate  per  £1 

17/6 

20/- 

Sum  represented  by  id.  Rate  ... 

£836/2/8 

£807/11/7 

BIRTHS  : 

Legitimate 

Males  118 

129 

Females  133 

124 

Illegitimate 

Males  7 

6 

Females  2 

1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

19-9 

18.9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population — 
Bucks  County 

16.3 

16.7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population— 
England  and  Wales 

15.7 

16.1 

Still  Births 

Males  6 

1 

Females  2 

4 

DEATHS : 

Males  69 

56 

Females  38 

44 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 

8.2 

7.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population- 

Bucks  County 

9.9 

9.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population — 

England  and  Wales 

11.7 

11.5 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

3.77 

Maternal  Mortality  — England  and 
Wales  

0.56 

0.55 

Maternal  Mortality — Bucks  County  ... 

0.43 

0.47 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY: 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1956 

1957 

1,000  Live  Births  ... 

15.4 

30. & 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1,000  Live  Births  Bucks  County  ... 

17.1 

21.6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1,000  Live  Births  England  & Wales 

23.8 

23.0 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 

1956  1957 


M 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

Cancer  ... 

9 

3 

12 

11 

10 

21 

Leukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0) 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

21 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5 

8 

13 

3 

10 

131 

Heart  Disease  ... 

20 

13 

33 

18 

9 

27' 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

3 

7 

4 

2 

6: 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

6 

1 

4 

5’ 

Bronchitis 

4 

6 

10 

4 

1 

5> 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Digestive  Diseases 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0) 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  Causes 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 ! 

Accidents 

8 

1 

9 

3 

2 

5 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

All  Other  Causes 

5 

1 

6 

6 

3 

9 

Totals  . . . 

69 

38 

107 

56 

44 

100 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


1.  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

The  bacteriological  work  of  the  District  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Bedford,  Luton  and  Oxford. 
Samples  of  Water  and  Sewage  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  London. 

2.  AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  County  Council.  An 
Ambulance  Station  with  three  Ambulances,  two  Sitting  Case  Cars  and 
two  Buses  has  been  established  in  the  Town  which  has  dealt  satisfac- 
torily with  all  general  cases  including  accidents. 

3.  NURSING  FACILITIES 

As  in  previous  years  the  District  Nurses  carried  on  their  very 
excellent  and  noble  work. 

4.  CLINICS 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : Weekly  clinics  were  held  in 
the  Clinic  in  Bletchley  Road  and  fortnightly  clinics  in  St.  Mary’s 
Parish  Hall.  The  voluntary  committees  and  health  visitors  attended 
each  time  and  a doctor  attended  once  a fortnight.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  during  the  year  by  children  was  2,038. 

The  ladies  of  the  voluntary  committees  have  again  to  be  thanked 
for  giving  so  much  of  their  time  to  this  work. 

(b)  Chest  Clinic  : This  clinic  continues  to  do  excellent  work.  It 
is  a self-contained  unit  complete  with  X-ray  apparatus,  etc.,  and  is 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  County  Chest  Physician.  Sessions 
are  held  weekly  at  the  Clinic,  Bletchley  Road. 

(c)  Physiotherapy  Clinic : This  Clinic,  which  is  under  the  aegis 
of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  performed  another  year  of  excellent 
service  to  the  public. 

(d)  Ophthalmic  Clinic  : An  ophthalmic  surgeon  and  an  orthoptist 
hold  weekly  clinics  at  Bletchley  Road.  In  addition  there  is  a special 
session  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month  for  school  children. 

(e)  Dermatological  Clinic : A specialist  in  skin  diseases  attends 
twice  monthly. 

(f)  Dental  Clinic : This  clinic  continues  to  do  very  good  work 
amongst  the  school  children.  A full  time  dental  surgeon  attends. 
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(g)  Toddlers’  Clinic:  Due  to  increased  work  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  a special  clinic  was  instituted  for  the  toddlers.  This  is  held  on 
the  fourth  Friday  of  each  month. 

(h)  Health  Visiting  : Three  whole  time  Health  Visitors  have  been 
appointed  to  the  Bletchley  area  and  they  are  doing  excellent  work. 

(i)  Speech  Therapy  : A qualified  Speech  Therapist  attends  week- 
ly and  is  doing  very  excellent  work  among  school  children. 

(j)  Care  of  the  Blind  : The  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind  has  her 
headquarters  at  Bletchley  Road  Clinic,  and  attends  there  weekly. 

(k)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  : Weekly  sessions  are  held  and 
are  attended  by  a specialist  from  Aylesbury. 

All  of  these  services,  except  Physiotherapy,  are  administered  by 
the  County  Health  Department,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  or  both, 
and  all  are  housed  in  the  Bletchley  Road  building  which  was  originally 
intended  as  a School  Clinic  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  only. 

Alas,  there  is  still  no  sign  of  Bletchley’s  Diagnostic  Centre,  but 
it  is  understood  that  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  really  making 
a move  at  last. 


5.  HOSPITALS 

The  following  hospitals  served  the  area  : — 

Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital 
Bedford  General  Hospital 
Creaton  Sanatorium 
London  Hospitals 
Northampton  General 
Royal  Bucks  Hospital 
St.  John’s  Hospital,  Stone 
Slade  Hospital,  Oxford 
Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital 
Tindal  General  Hospital 

6.  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  has  been  recently  reorganised  and  a full-time  domestic 
help  organiser  and  an  assistant  have  been  appointed  to  cover  the 
North  Bucks  area.  The  domestic  help  organiser  herself  controls 
Bletchley  and  surrounding  districts. 

This  service  is  doing  excellent  work  particularly  amongst  the  aged 
and  chronic  sick.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  cases  were  helped  during 
the  year. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

A.  WATER. 

The  filtration  plant  has  been  in  operation  since  October,  1956, 
and  has  maintained  a wholesome,  clear  water  supply  throughout  the 
district.  Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  at  various  times  and 
places,  the  results  of  which  show  the  water  to  be  completely  pure  and 
free  from  pollution. 

1 House,  59  Mill  Road  No  coliform  bacilli 

2 House,  7 St.  Clement’s  Drive  ,,  „ ,, 

3 Public  House,  Simpson  ,,  „ ,, 

4 School,  Simpson  ,,  ,,  ,, 

5 Shop,  Victoria  Road  ,,  „ ,, 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  AFTER  TREATMENT 


Parts  per  million 

Oxygen  consumed  from 

Suspended  Solids 

Nil 

Permanganate 

.016 

Dissolved  Solids 

266.4 

PH  Value 

7.2 

Iron  (as  Fe) 

2 

Temporary  hardness 

8.7 

Chloride  (as  CL) 

19 

Permanent  hardness 

6.14 

Free  Ammonia 

.006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.006 

Nitrate  (as  N^) 

2.3 

Nitrite 

Nil 

B.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  sewage  works  has  continued  to  provide  satisfactory  effluents. 
The  disposal  of  sludge  presents  a problem  and  a method  is  now  in 
hand  to  transport  some  of  it  to  nearby  farms  by  means  of  a motor 
tanker. 

Some  nuisance  has  been  caused  by  smells  from  the  sludge  drying 
beds  and  an  industrial  deodoriser  has  been  installed  to  mitigate  this 
trouble. 

C.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  flooding  has  taken  place  since  the  River  Ousel  was  widened 
in  1955. 
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D.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

A few  isolated  houses  still  remain  without  main  drainage. 

E.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A weekly  refuse  collection  is  maintained  in  the  district.  Con- 
trolled tipping  is  done  at  a site  adjoining  the  sewage  works.  Strict 
attention  is  paid  to  ensure  that  no  nuisance  is  caused  by  flies,  dust 
or  smell.  All  refuse  is  covered  over  with  the  aid  of  a hydraulic 
loader. 

The  new  tip  near  Salden  Wood  should  be  in  use  during  1958. 

F.  SHOPS  ACT. 

No  contraventions  were  noted. 

G.  MARKET. 

A weekly  cattle  market  is  held  and  regular  visits  were  paid. 

H.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  forthcoming  modernisation  of  the  main  railway 
line  with  diesel-electric  engines  will  go  far  to  remove  smoke  and 
grit  in  the  vicinity  of  Bletchley  station. 

I.  SWIMMING  POOL. 

It  is  hoped  that  a new  open-air  Swimming  Pool  will  be  ready  for 
use  in  the  summer  of  1958. 
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REPORT  OF  SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR,  MR.  J.  F.  SMITHIE 


The  continuing  expansion  of  the  town  has  again  been  the  main 
work  of  the  surveying  and  engineering  staff  during  the  year. 

Water  supply,  sewerage,  and  refuse  disposal  have  been  mentioned 
earlier  in  this  report. 

General  public  health  duties  relating  to  housing,  food  hygiene, 
meat  inspection,  infectious  diseases,  pest  control,  etc.,  have  been 
carried  out  by  Mr.  N.  J.  Adams.  Other  departments  connected  with 
the  well-being  of  the  community  are  Works  and  Highways  (Mr.  J.  H. 
Ferris)  and  the  two  sections  of  the  Housing  Department — Housing 
Officer,  Mr.  T.  Holderness;  Housing  Repairs  Supervisor,  Mr.  L.  H. 
Randall.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  new  Council  Houses  and  6 3 
private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  In  addition  to  new 
houses  the  Council  also  built  41  bungalows  and  50  flats. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  ON 
INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  DURING  1957 


Housing  & Public  Health 


Acts 

...  605 

Food  & Drugs  Act 

...  171 

Food  Inspection  ... 

...  52 

Ice  cream  premises 

...  46 

Butchers’  premises 

...  39 

Slaughterhouse 

...  56 

Factories  Act 

...  30 

Drainage 

...  26 

Refuse  disposal  ... 

...  38 

Rodent  control 

...  48 

Infectious  diseases 

...  21 

Petroleum  Act 

...  9 

Interviews,  etc.  ... 

...  110 

Total 

...  1231 

9 


SECTION  D 
HOUSING 


Steady  progress  in  clearing  unfit  houses  was  made  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

Some  40  houses  were  closed  and  the  occupants  rehoused  in  bun- 
galows or  exchange  Council  dwellings.  Work  on  demolition  began 
at  the  end  of  1957,  leaving  a further  25  unfit  houses  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  proposals  submitted  in  1955.  The  advent  of  the  new 
Rent  Act  made  some  slight  improvement  in  the  repair  of  privately 
let  premises  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  measure  will  carry  on  without 
friction  between  landlord  and  tenant.  The  town  expansion  of  new 
houses  to  accommodate  London  overspill  population  has  continued 
to  occupy  the  full  attention  of  the  Housing  Department. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 


Total  number  of  houses  inspected  and  revisited  ...  ...  605 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  where  notices  were  served  ...  27 

Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Statutory  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  rendered  fit  as  consequence  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  closed  or  subject  to  agreement  not  to  relet  ...  ...  34 

Houses  demolished  consequent  to  above  ...  ...  ...  8 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  TYPES  AND  NUMBERS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Butchers 

13 

General  food  shops 

44 

Fish  Shops 

5 

Cafes 

3 

Bakeries 

2 

Public  Houses 

20 

Dairies  (distributors  only) 

2.  Number  of  registered 

6 

premises 

(ice  cream,  sausage,  cooked 

meat) 

... 

38 

3.  One  hundred  and  seventy-three  inspections  and  visits  were  made 
to  all  types  of  food  premises.  Food  condemned  during  1957  totalled 
518  lbs.  This  was  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  Council’s  site  with 
other  refuse. 

4.  ICE  CREAM.  Heat  treatment. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  district  using  heat  treatment. 
There  is  one  private  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  and  also  a large 
distribution  depot  in  the  district.  Forty-six  visits  to  retail  shops  sell- 
ing ice  cream  were  made.  Twenty-two  samples  were  taken  of  which 
15  were  grade  1,  5 were  grade  2 and  2 were  grade  3.  All  samples 
were  taken  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bedford. 

5.  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Several  improvements  were  made  to  food  premises  as  a result  of 
inspections  and  advice  by  the  public  health  inspector.  Continued  good 
relations  between  officers  and  shopkeepers  are  more  effective  in  the 
long  term  view  than  legal  actions. 

6.  MEAT. 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  but  only  one  is  in  use 
by  one  butcher.  Most  meat  is  brought  in  from  markets  at  London, 
Luton  and  Northampton. 

For  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
part,  see  Appendix  overleaf. 


SECTION  F 


FACTORIES  ACT 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Form  572  has  been 
completed  and  copies  forwarded  to  the  relevant  authorities. 


il 


SECTION  G 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1.  GENERAL. 

There  was  a small  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  period  June/August.: 
Ill  cases  were  notified. 

2.  NOTIFICATIONS. 

Measles  ...  ...  ...Ill  Pneumonia  ...  ...  12 

Whooping  Cough  ...  5 Dysentery  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  8 

3.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Three  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  there  were  ten 
transfers  into  the  district.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  for  the  fourth 
year  in  succession  there  have  been  no  deaths. 

4.  CANCER. 

There  were  21  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year,  compared 
with  12  in  1956  and  23  in  1955. 


APPENDIX 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pips 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 

known) 

105 

— 

9 

329 

148 

— 

Number  inspected  .. 

105 

— 

9 

329 

148 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  di- 
sease other  than 
tuberculosis  and 

cysticerci 

10 

13 

10% 

9% 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

5 

12 

5% 

8% 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted 

to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 
Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 
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